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Teaching and Learning Policy

1. Rationale

The Learning and Teaching policy reflects the unique values and ethos that under pins the school’s
vision. As a school, our overarching philosophy - ‘Unlocking the Potential of Every Child’ is at the
forefront of all we do.

“The goal is to produce an inquiring and accepting atmosphere that leads each student to reaching his
or her full potential, if the teacher is attentive and guides each student through the process.” (Powell
and Kalina, 2009).

2. Purpose

We believe that quality learning and teaching in SBS is imperative in providing our children with daily
engaging learning opportunities that will enable them to develop academically, emotionally and socially
whilst also providing them with lifelong learning skills.

At SBS, we firmly believe happiness, health and a growth mind-set are key factors for a successful life-
long learner. Through our universally accessible curriculum, we provide learning opportunities to
support all learners in meeting their own unique goals, across all of our Secondary subjects.

Our innovative learning approaches and shared learning strategies foster a positive learning
environment across all subject areas. This shared ethos ensures high quality learning opportunities are
universally accessible to all.

3. Pedagogy

Our approach to teaching and learning is built around Rosenshine’s Principles of Instruction. These
define the key elements of effective practice. They are based around research, including cognitive load
theory, and are designed to give direct links from research into practice. Rosenshine’s principles provide
an innovative link between cognitive theory and classroom practice that is relatable, accessible and
provides clarity to the wealth of educational research over time.

Rosenshine’s 10 Principles of Instruction are:

1. Begin a lesson with a short review of previous learning

2. Present new material in small steps with student practice after each step
3. Ask a large number of questions and check the responses of all students
4. Provide models

5. Guide student practice

6. Check for student understanding

7. Obtain a high success rate
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8. Provide scaffolds for difficult tasks

9. Require and monitor independent practice

10. Engage students in weekly and monthly review
See Appendix 2 for further detail.

As a Teaching and Learning Team at SBS, we collaboratively categorized these into four concise groups:
Review, Support, Check and Practice (RSCP).

The Education Endowment Foundation (EEF) also encourages application of cognitive science based
principles in classroom practice whilst also highlighting how these are interlinked.

We have also incorporated ‘Walkthrus’ into our professional development programme this year. This
programme offers further support to embed our cognitive science informed practice.

‘Walkthrus’ is research informed strategy to develop a shared understanding of the intricacies of cognitive
science informed practice. A shared understanding will accelerate rapid staff development and
subsequently positively impact student outcomes. WalkThrus provide a common reference point so that,
through discussion and practice, each teacher and teacher-coach is able to engage with the ideas in the
same manner, step by step. With shared understanding, the emphasis is then on how to improve
implementation and ultimately outcomes.

At Safa British School, we allow these interconnected principles to underpin our practice through,

- Structured lessons with clear routines and common approaches utilised across all subject areas.

- Stringently identifying and addressing gaps and misconceptions through reviewing previous
learning in every lesson.

- An emphasis on incorporating quality feedback into every lesson.

- Smooth links between formative and summative assessment processes to provide a clear
understanding of pupil knowledge and gaps.

- Standardised planning templates with clear expectations

- Common rubrics to ensure success criteria is shared and easily understood across all subjects
and tasks.

- Cognitive domain focused learning opportunities with a commitment to forming a 5 year GCSE
pathway and prepare students effectively for KS5 in each of our curriculum areas.

SOLO Taxonomy

We also incorporate the use of SOLO Taxonomy across all our subject areas (See Appendix 1 for more
details). This allows us to involve our learners in their own differentiation and makes the process behind
the learning explicit. It highlights the difference between surface and deep understanding but more
importantly, helps students understand where they are on that spectrum and what they can do in order
to further progress.
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We thoroughly believe encompassing these principles into our daily practice formulates a standardised,
high quality learning experience across all subject areas and empowers our learners to take
responsibility for their own learning.

‘ERIC’ Reading Across the Curriculum

GL Assessment (2020) highlighted a significant connection between reading ability and success in all
subjects.

With this in mind, we highly value reading across all our curriculum subjects. We are hugely committed
to encourage ‘Everyone reading in class’ and do so through the ERIC acronym of ‘explain’, ‘retrieve’,
‘interpret’ and ‘choice’. These are key features of our pedagogical practice across all of our subjects.

We thoroughly believe encompassing these principles into our daily practice formulates a standardised,
high quality learning experience across all subject areas and empowers our learners to take
responsibility for their own learning.

4. Monitoring and Evaluating

The school has a committee, board, senior leadership team and senior leaders for Learning and Teaching
who regularly monitor Learning and Teaching in their areas of responsibility. Please see Performance
Management Policy for further information.
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Appendix 1: Structure of Observed Learning Outcome (SOLO) Taxonomy Secondary
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Appendix 2: Rosenshine’s Principles of Instruction (and SBS Acronym of RSCP)

SBS Secondary Curriculum, Teaching and Learning
Rosenshine’s Principles of Instruction
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Appendix 3: Walk Thru’s as a tool to further develop cognitive science informed practice

Why use Walk Thru’s?

Ultimately the programme will help improve student outcomes and support us in coming closer to achieving our strategic school priorities of
Ensuring Student Success, Consolidating Communication, Professional Development, Promotion of Wellbeing, Promoting National Agenda.
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Appendix 4: ERIC Strategies to support Reading

STRATEGIES
TO SUPPORT READING

EXPLAIN

EXPLAIN the definition of a key word or topic

to develop understanding of vocabulary

and whole texts.

RETRIEVE

RETRIEVE key information from a text so that

you can find specific evidence or examples.

CHOICE

why writers have used specific choices to

create effects. This could be a choice of text,
colour, image, movement or music.
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